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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment 
to pray this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on 
behalf of the group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone 
pray the spirit of the prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to 
remember why we’re gathered and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Take a moment to share any personal newsworthy updates. Any victories? Any burdens? Any 
prayer requests right off the bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we 
converse and meditate on God’s Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the 
end of our gathering.


“KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON”
This was the British Ministry of Information’s motto in 1939. They plastered this motto over the 
walls of England as WWII loomed in the distance. We’re probably more familiar with the motto 
today from entrepreneurs who have used the slogan to make a buck selling T-shirts.


1. Do you agree with the advice in face of life’s adversity and challenges? Why or why not?

2. If could make your own T-shirt with a slogan to deal with the confusions, chaos, and 

catastrophes of life, what motto would you slap on a T-shirt?


LET’S IMMERSE OURSELVES IN THE BIBLE’S HISTORY IN 1 SAMUEL 20.
1. Take a few moments to read through 1 Samuel 20. Take turns reading 3-5 verses out loud.

2. Summarize the main scenes in 1 Samuel 20. What happened? Who was involved? Who do 

you think is the main character in 1 Samuel 20?

3. As a group, take stabs at identifying one main theme in 1 Samuel 20. Talk it out together. 
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LET’S DIG FOR THE GOSPEL STORY IN 1 SAMUEL 20 AND APPLY IT TO OUR LIVES.
1. Let’s begin with 1 Samuel 20:1-4. Why are David and Jonathan confused in these verses? 

Cite the verse(s) and elaborate on where you see either David’s or Jonathan’s confusion.

2. Summarize David’s confusion.

3. Jonathan was not only confused. He also had tension in his heart. In fact, it was a tension 

that involved the gospel. Identify and summarize Jonathan’s tension and how the gospel was 
a part of that tension.


4. Can you appreciate Jonathan’s tension? Share about a time when you had to choose 
between the gospel and something or someone.


5. Now let’s focus on 1 Samuel 20:5-17. What was David’s solution for Jonathan’s confusion 
(hint: look at verse 8).


6. Take a moment to review the definition of a covenant. Have someone in the group take a stab 
at defining a covenant and how it worked.


7. Scan 1 Samuel 20:5-17 again. What was a unique ingredient of the covenant between David 
and Jonathan?


8. Why might David’s solution be helpful for a confused Jonathan?

• Jesus sealed God’s final and new covenant of grace for us. How is the final gospel 

covenant, the final new covenant sealed by Christ’s blood still very much a covenant 
involving the steadfast love of the Lord?


• How about you? How was being aware of and being a beneficiary of God’s new and final 
covenant of grace through Jesus helped you stay the course in the midst of life’s 
confusion? Share about a moment in life when remembering God’s unbreakable covenant 
of grace to you has sustained you.


9. Now let’s start to bring this plane down for landing. Let’s focus on 1 Samuel 20:18-42. 
Specifically, have one person read aloud verse 32 and one person read verses 2-3. Compare 
and contrast Jonathan’s earlier belief about his father’s stance toward David and Jonathan’s 
reaction in verse 32 to Saul’s disclosed hatred of David.


10. Henry Blackaby talks about Christ followers experiencing a “crisis of belief.” Blackaby 
explains, “A crisis of belief occurs whenever we face a situation that tests our belief in God. 
It’s a situation where our circumstances don’t line up with what we believe or hope. As you 
follow Christ and you face a crisis of belief, what you do next reveals what you believe about 
God.”

• Jonathan faced a crisis of belief. How did he respond?

• Remember this is a place of grace where we extend Christ’s unconditional acceptance to 

one another. Here’s a challenging question: Can you think of a time when you had (or 
presently are having) a crisis of belief and what did your action reveal what you believed 
or disbelieved about God?


• How can the gospel of grace help you in future crises of belief?

11. Look at verse 33. What was a consequence of Jonathan’s choosing David? What was the 

author saying in describing this scene?

• Let’s apply this scene to our lives today. We, too, might have things hurled at us because 

we are identified as one with Christ and his gospel. How do you feel about this?

12. How can we pray for you? Based on today’s study, how can we pray that the gospel takes 

deeper root in you? End by praying for one another.
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