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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment 
to pray this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on 
behalf of the group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone 
pray the spirit of the prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to 
remember why we’re gathered and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Take a moment to share any personal newsworthy updates. Any victories? Any burdens? Any 
prayer requests right off the bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we 
converse and meditate on God’s Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the 
end of our gathering.


THE MERCIFUL KING
This past Sunday, the big idea from 1 Samuel 24 was that "David's ability to recognize God's 
voice empowered him to commit himself to God's hands and developed in him the most 
important quality for a king to possess: mercy."


1. Begin by reading 1 Samuel 24. Take turns reading 2-3 verses out loud.


2. Summarize the major scenes and events in 1 Samuel 24.


3. David makes the decision to spare Saul's life. What were some of the factors that might have 
made this a hard decision?  (Review David's history with Saul, remembering some of their 
key interactions.)


4. David's men suggest that the LORD has given Saul into his hands. We noted on Sunday that 
they words they used aren't recorded anywhere in 1 Samuel. Why do you think they said 
this?


DAVID—LIVING FOR THE KING: THE MERCIFUL KING WEEK OF MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2016



� TRINITY GRACE CHURCH | New Community Groups

5. Why do you think David disagreed with his men about the correct course of action regarding 
Saul?


6. We talked on Sunday about hearing God's voice through circumstances, inner promptings 
and the Word of God. Share a time when you heard God through one or all of these.


7. Did anyone relate a story where they thought they heard God's voice, but it turned out not to 
be?  Consider the following quote from Dallas Willard: "The infallibility of the speaker -- as is 
the case when God is the speaker -- does not and need not guarantee the infallibility of the 
hearer."  How should this affect the way that we approach hearing from God?


8. David's speech in v9-15 makes it clear that David's main motive for sparing Saul's life that he 
was counting on God to judge between him and Saul. Tell a story about a time when you did 
(or did not!) leave a circumstance in your life in God's hands.


9. We talked on Sunday about how we can convince ourselves that others have an easier time 
trusting God because of things in their life -- David's anointing as future king, for example. 
How should our anointing by the Holy Spirit enable us to trust God even more than David's 
anointing as king?


10. Saul is the one that names the character of David's act (merciful) and how it qualifies him to 
be king over Israel. Why do you think mercy is an (or the) most important quality for a king to 
posses?


11. End your study by reading Revelation 5:1-14 out loud and meditating on how Jesus' greatest 
act of mercy qualifies Him to rule and ultimately bring justice to all men and women.
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