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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to 
pray this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on 
behalf of the group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone 
pray the spirit of the prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to 
remember why we’re gathered and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Take a moment to share any personal newsworthy updates. Any victories? Any burdens? Any 
prayer requests right off the bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we 
converse and meditate on God’s Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end 
of our gathering.


“ONE MAN”
The recent U.S. election and the victory of Donald Trump shows the powerful effect that one man, 
one person, can have on us, our society, and even our world.


1. Here’s an opportunity for some friendly debate :) . 

• CAN our hope, our fears, our lives rise and fall on one person (man, woman, or child)? 

• SHOULD WE LET our hope, our fears, our lives rise and fall on one person?

• WHY, IF WE DO, DO we let our hope, our fears, our lives rise and fall on one person?


LET’S LEARN THE BIBLE’S HISTORY IN 1 SAMUEL 25.
1. Take a few moments to read through 1 Samuel 25. Take turns reading out load around 5 verses 

each.

2. Summarize the main scenes in 1 Samuel 25. What happened? Who was involved? Who do you 

think are the main characters?

3. Let’s go deeper. 


• In verse 1, why do you think the author takes pains to include the detail of Samuel’s death 
and David’s subsequent moving more south?


• We’re introduced to Nabal and Abigail in verses 2 and 3.
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• What do you notice about how the author introduces Nabal?

• What is the spiritual significance of Nabal being introduced this way?


• And how does the author introduce Abigail differently?

• Can someone explain the meaning of the detail in verse 4, “David heard in the wilderness 

that Nabal was shearing his sheep”?

• Have someone read verses 5-11 out loud.


• How many times did David offer peace to Nabal? What is the significance of this 
number in Hebrew culture?


• What else had David offered to Nabal?

• Summarize Nabal’s response to David. What was the emotional tenor of Nabal’s 

response to David?

• Have someone read verses 12-13 out loud.


• What do you think of David’s response? Was it too emotional? Was it justified?

• Why does the author mention “sword” three times?


• We’re going to focus on verses 14-31 and Abigail’s response now. You don’t need to read it 
out loud. But keep your finger there. We encourage you to cite verse numbers as you 
answer the following question. List the ways Abigail was discerning.


NOW LET’S UNEARTH THE GOSPEL STORY IN 1 SAMUEL 25 AND APPLY IT TO OUR LIVES.
1. Let’s think about Samuel’s death and the effect it had on David. Why do you think for better or 

worse we put our hope in people? Are you open to sharing about how you hoped or are 
hoping in a person for better or worse?


2. Let’s think about David’s unsolicited offer of protection and peace to Nabal. How is David’s 
offer in 1 Samuel 25 like the gospel of Jesus Christ. If it helps, consider John 3:16 as a 
summary of the gospel.

• What do you think about the unsolicited nature of God’s gift to us? Think of yourself and 

the believers and unbelievers in your life. Why can this be a stumbling block or a reason to 
rejoice?


3. Let’s think about how Nabal was introduced by the author.

• Are you ever similar to Nabal? Do you define your worth, identity, esteem, and image by 

your outward merits?

• What can we remind each other of how the gospel speaks to, sometimes opposes, and 

offers hope to those of us who are “Nabals”?

4. Let’s reflect on Abigail.


• Abigail specifically implores David, “Do not be guilty of working salvation yourself.” 

• What does she mean? 

• How does her statement point to Jesus as our ultimate and only hope?


• How is Abigail’s gift to David a foreshadow of our gospel faith? How is Abigail’s response a 
spiritual example of how we should respond to Jesus and his gospel?


5. Finally, let’s reflect on David’s peace and sword. David both was a bringer of peace and a 
bearer of wrath. 

• How does David foreshadow Jesus? How does Jesus fulfill this foreshadow in a way that 

only he can?

• How should this aspect of the gospel impact our daily lives? 


6. End by sharing prayer requests about how the gospel needs to take more root in your life and 
praying for one another.


