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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to 
pray this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on 
behalf of the group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone 
pray the spirit of the prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to 
remember why we’re gathered and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


ANNOUNCEMENTS
• New Community Groups will go on break between Mon, Dec 19, and Fri, Jan 6.

• Please consider having a New Community Group potluck social during the week of Mon, Dec 12.

• You’re warmly invited to join our ESL Christmas Caroling. Sun, Dec 18, 7-9 pm @ the Sutherlands'. 

Please bring a finger food dish. 

UPDATES? 
Take a moment to share any personal newsworthy updates. Any victories? Any burdens? Any prayer 
requests right off the bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we converse and 
meditate on God’s Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end of our gathering.


“LOST, LORDING IT, AND LAMENT.”
This past Sunday we walked with David through a great loss, an example of him lording it over an 
unfortunate messenger, and his great lament over the death of Saul and Jonathan.


1. Let’s spend a moment observing how people around us deal with a sense of lostness (sometimes 
coming literally from a great loss of something or someone). How have people around you acted 
when they have lost there way or have lost someone or something precious?


LET’S TURN TO 2 SAMUEL 1:1-27.
1. Spend a few moments reading aloud 2 Samuel 1:1-27 together. Take turns reading 3-4 verses 

each. 

2. Summarize the main scenes in 2 Samuel 1:1-27. What happened? Who was involved? What were 

some of the key thoughts and emotions of the main characters?

3. Let’s focus on verses 1-12. Answer the following questions together.


• Have someone read verse 1. Why do you think the author begins 2 Samuel with the phrase 
“After the death of Saul…” paired with the description of David remaining in Ziklag? What is an 
application we can take from verse 1?
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• Gospel Application Question: How much more can we take courage in God’s good sovereignty 
and his working behind the scenes of our lives because of Jesus, the Spirit, and the gospel?

• What are some Scriptures you personally fall back on to lift your spirits and remind you of 

God’s good sovereignty?

• We see David dive into a greater sense of “lostness” as he hears the news of Saul and 

Jonathan’s deaths. Have someone read verses 11-12.

• What do verses 11-12 tell us about the degree of “lostness” that David fell into? 

• Can you relate to David? Have you ever felt your heart being ripped out of your chest, so to 

speak? Please share only as much detail as you are comfortable.

2. Now let’s turn our focus to verses 13-16. Answer the following questions together.


• David exercises justice on the young man. Describe David’s brand of justice in verses 13-16. 
What did David do? What was David’s moral? Did the punishment fit the crime?


• Do you agree with what David did? Why or why not?

• Gospel Application Question: 


• Have someone read verse 16 aloud. 

• How does the sentence pronounced against the young man and the gospel overlap? How 

does the sentence pronounced against the young man remind us of the gospel? 

• Think of your non-Christian friends and their sense of right and wrong, their sense of 

justice. More likely than not, their picture of justice categorizes themselves as a “decent, 
good person” who is not as bad as the person next door. Why do you think it’s so hard for 
the average person to see themselves as sinners ultimately standing before a perfectly holy, 
righteous God whose justice can only accept 100% perfection?


• Before trusting Christ for salvation, David’s question indicts us: “How is it you were not 
afraid to put out your hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” What are ways you have tried 
to converse with nonbelievers about this truth that we are all sinners, that our sins nailed 
Jesus to the cross? How did it go? (Please don’t be embarrassed to share about 
unsuccessful attempts :) This is a place of grace. In the same vein, please share with us 
success stories, too. Again, this is a place of grace, so every success is also a testament to 
God’s goodness!)

• If you haven’t had this conversation, why not? (Again, please remember that this is a 

place of grace.)

• Whose awakening to grace can we pray for in your circle of relationships?


3. Let’s being to land this plane by turning to David’s lament in verses 17-27. 

• David models for us an emotional honesty, authenticity, and intelligence AKA self-awareness. 

As he laments, his lamentation brings him face to face with his brokenness. Spend sometime 
listing the brokenness of life that his lamentation confronts him with.


• How are you when it comes to emotional honesty, authenticity, and intelligence? If you struggle 
with emotional transparency, why do you think? If you value emotional transparency, why so?


• Can you relate to David in anyway? How can we praise God for the ways his gospel spoke to 
you and ministered to you in those instances of brokenness? Or how can we pray that the love 
and grace of God in Christ might continue its work of healing and building up in you?


• How does the gospel give you a great hope unparalleled to any hope nonbelievers might have, 
especially in your lamenting?


4. Review prayer requests that were shared earlier, share any additional prayer requests, and end by 
praying for one another.


