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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to pray this 
prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on behalf of the group, 
you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone pray the spirit of the prayer 
with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to remember why we’re gathered and to 
ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Any personal newsworthy updates? Any victories? Any burdens? Any prayer requests right off the bat? 
We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we converse and meditate on God’s Word. And 
we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end of our gathering.


“BE POSITIVE”
This past Sunday we witnessed God confronting and redeeming David. Our culture loves stories of 
redemption. But not so much stories of confrontation. To put it another way, our culture loves positivity 
but not negativity.
How do your experiences match up? Do most people welcome positivity but find negativity awkward or 
offensive? 
Why do you think we generally have a hard time with confrontation or negativity?
Why do you think we generally love positivity and stories of redemption?

LET’S FIND HOPE IN GOD’S CONFRONTATION AND OFFER OF REDEMPTION 
1. Spend a moment reading aloud 2 Samuel 12:1-25 together. Take turns reading 3-4 verses each.

2. In today’s Scripture, we see unique characteristics of how God confronts David. First, we see God 

interrupting David in 2 Samuel 12:1-4. Read vv. 1-4 again and then discuss the following.

• Commentators say about 9 months has passed since David committed adultery with Bathsheba 

and murdered Uriah. Today’s reading—meaning 9 months later—begins with the phrase “And the 
Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him…” Try 1. to imagine from God’s 
perspective the timing and reason for sending Nathan and 2. to imagine David’s conscience and 
inner thoughts by this time. Discuss your thoughts.


• Can you share of a time in your life when God interrupted your life? What was that experience like 
for you? Was it painful, uncomfortable, inconvenient, welcomed, just what you needed, a clear sign 
of God’s grace, etc.? In hindsight, can you see God’s goodness and wisdom in allowing that 
interruption? What did you learn? Can you share? If you can’t think of a time when God interrupted 
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you per se, consider sharing a time when your life was interrupted by “life” in general. Similarly, can 
you see a goodness that came of that interruption?


• Now let’s see how God specifically interrupts David. Look back on vv. 1-4. What kind or style of 
words does God use to confront David?


• What are alternatives to how God could have confronted David?

• Why do you think God approached David through Nathan the way he did? What does it tell us about 

God?


3. Next we see that God’s story stirs and convicts David. Read vv. 5-9 and 13. Then discuss the following.

• Nathan masterfully tells a short but punchy story to stir David’s conscience. David is stirred to see 

himself in the story. Spend a moment making the connections between Nathan’s story and David’s 
real life story.


• Is there a story from Scripture or a parable of Jesus that has particularly stirred you in the past? 
How did God use that story to speak to you? What was the season or context of life you were in?


• In v. 9 Nathan pointedly declares, “You are the man!” And in v. 13 David answers, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” Let’s connect what is going on here with Jesus’ teaching in John 16:7-8 about the 
importance of conviction in the life of the believer. Have someone read John 16:7-8. 

• From God’s confrontation of David through Nathan to David’s acknowledgement, to Jesus’ 

words about being convicted by the Spirit, how would you describe the experience of conviction 
in the life of the believer? To put it another way, imagining you are tasked with coming up with a 
definition of the conviction of the Spirit, what would your definition be based on the exchange 
between Nathan, David, and Jesus’ input? Discuss together.


• Do you recognize the Spirit’s convicting your soul (the sum of your mind, heart, and will)? How do 
you perceive the Spirit’s conviction in your life? Share your experience with one another. Please 
don’t feel embarrassed if you have trouble recognizing the Spirit’s conviction. We’re here to help you 
process your experiences to better recognize his presence in your life moving forward. 


• Can we encourage anyone through prayer in the area of conviction? Is anyone experiencing the 
Spirit’s conviction these days in regards to a matter of obedience that you find difficult to obey?


4. Let’s end our time together by reflecting on how God begins to redeem David’s story. Read vv. 13-25. 
Then discuss the following.

• For all of David’s grave mistakes with Bathsheba, David provides us a godly example by his 

repentance. How would you define repentance based on David’s response in v. 13?

• How are Nathan’s words to David in v. 13 utter hope for you and me, for every sinner who is willing 

to forsake their sin and trust Christ for forgiveness?

• As an honest, raw human being, what do you think of David’s response to his child’s death? Or what 

do you think a non-believer would think of David’s response?

• Based on David’s response to the death of his child, how are we meant to deal with our past as a 

Christ follower? To put it another way, how does Christ supply us the full power to respond as David 
did to his past? Read vv. 19-23 again, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and Philippians 3:12-15 and then discuss.


• Though God showed incomprehensible grace to David, God nevertheless allowed David to face the 
consequences of his sin. How do you reconcile God showing us grace yet allowing us to face our 
consequences? How does Christ make this not only bearable but redemptively purposeful? 
(Consider Romans 8:28-29 for Scriptural perspective.)


5. How can we pray for you? Is there something from your past that you would like to experience greater 
freedom? Or can we pray for your daily journey of recognizing and responding in obedience to the 
Spirit’s conviction? Or how are you seeking to see your story more through the lens of the gospel story? 
Or any other prayer request?

• End by praying for one another.


