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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to pray 
this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on behalf of the 
group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone pray the spirit of the 
prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to remember why we’re gathered 
and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Any personal newsworthy updates? Any victories? Any burdens? Any prayer requests right off the bat? 
We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we converse and meditate on God’s Word. And 
we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end of our gathering.


“HOW I HANDLE MISTAKES”
Leadership gurus Kousez and Posner, authors of The Leadership Challenge, have observed through vast 
research that the number one quality followers look for in their leaders is honesty. More specifically, they 
want to see honesty expressed in their handling of mistakes. 
How do you generally handle mistakes? How does your ego handle being corrected? Do you become 
defensive, shifting the blame or becoming angry? Or do you become overly deferential and gush out “I’m 
sorry!”? 

PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE CHRISTIANS IN CORINTH—A LETTER OF LOVING CORRECTION
1. We’ve begun a new Sunday sermon series called “Real Church.” Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian 

church can be summarized in two words: loving correction. The Corinthian church was a messy but 
beautiful picture of the gospel working itself out through real people into Jesus’ new community. How 
we redeem the messiness is what makes us Christ followers. Go ahead and take a verse each and 
read Paul’s “hello” in 1 Corinthians 1:1-9.


2. The bottom line of today’s passage is the thought “I can let God fix me because I know God is for 
me.” We’ve already talked a little bit about how we handle correction. For most people, receiving 
correction or “being fixed” is not pleasant. Nevertheless, have there been times when the correction 
offered was well couched in grace and assurance of acceptance, times of loving correction? How did 
you receive the correction in those cases? Or if it’s difficult for you to recall times of loving correction, 
why do you think as people we struggle to offer loving correction to one another?


3. Paul begins his letter with a clear statement of his calling in verse 1. Let’s break down verse 1, 
understand the different parts of Paul’s statement, and apply it to our lives.

• “Paul,”


• What was Paul’s personal testimony? What significance does his name carry? 
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• What’s the implication for the messy Corinthians and for you and me? What encouragement 
can we take from “Paul”?


• “called by the will of God, to be an apostle of Christ Jesus…”

• Paul says that he is called. How does the world generally define calling?

• The word for “calling” in the original language means “divinely invited” and “divinely appointed 

for a charge.” What do you think it means, then, to be “called by the will of God”?

• How would you compare and contrast the world’s sense of calling and a calling from God in 

the following areas? 1. Motivation 2. Source of satisfaction 3. Source of energy and power to 
accomplish the calling.


• What impact would Paul reminding himself of his calling have on himself?

• Do you have a sense of calling from God? How does it influence your day to day—your 

responsibilities, your relationships, your job?

• What impact would Paul reminding the Corinthians of his calling have on the Corinthians?

• Paul then specifies “to be an apostle of Christ Jesus…” “Apostle” means “sent one.” To help 

understand what Paul means by “of Christ Jesus,” consider the paraphrase, “to be an apostle 
of Christ Jesus and the gospel of grace.”

• How should it encourage Paul and us to know that we are sent by Christ Jesus for the 

sake of the gospel? I.e., how should a daily and moment-by-moment awareness of Jesus’ 
presence and his grace influence our work and our relationships/interactions with people?


• Recall, our bottom line is “I can let God fix me because I know God is for me.” How does a 
clear sense of calling/invitation from God to be sent by Jesus for the sake of his gospel of 
grace help me frame correction in my life?


4. In verse 2 Paul addresses the Christians in Corinth. He makes a detailed statement of who he sees the 
Corinthians are, of how he sees the Corinthians. We’re going to zero in on Paul’s phrase, “to those 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.”

• The Corinthians unequivocally had messiness about them—morally, theologically, and socially. 

And yet Paul declares their identity as “those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.” On 
Sunday, the analogy of a parent’s view of his/her child was used to understand what Paul meant 
by “to those sanctified in Christ Jesus.” Tease out that analogy together to explain what Paul 
meant by “to those sanctified in Christ Jesus.”


• Another way to put it is to say that as Christ followers we are positionally sanctified in Christ even 
as we are progressively being sanctified toward greater Christ-likeness. And recall our bottom line 
is “I can let God fix me because I know God is for me.” What great encouragement is our identity 
of “those sanctified in Christ Jesus” as we pursue holiness?


5. In verse 3, Paul invokes “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

• One encouragement that we are meant to experience is grace and peace. In other words, when 

the gospel of grace makes sense to our minds, is palpable to our emotions, and lived out through 
our wills, then we should feel a safety characterized by God’s grace and peace. 

• Do you feel this safety in your relationship with God? Do you feel this safety in a few key 

Christian friendships? Do you have people to open up to about anything?

• We hope you can feel that safety in this New Community Group as much as is appropriate and 

wise for a co-ed group. What area of your life are you pursuing holiness? How can we pray for 
you to experience this gospel paradox of being simultaneously sanctified in Christ Jesus and 
being sanctified progressively toward Christ likeness? End by praying for one another, and 
before you end with prayer, read verses 4-9 out loud as a group to be reminded of God’s 
faithfulness to sustain you to the end and God’s promise to declare you guiltless in Christ on 
that final day.


