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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to pray 
this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on behalf of the 
group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone pray the spirit of the 
prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to remember why we’re gathered 
and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Any personal newsworthy updates? Any victories? Any burdens? Any prayer requests right off the 
bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we converse and meditate on God’s 
Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end of our gathering.

LET’S DIVE INTO TONIGHT’S STUDY TOGETHER.
1. Skim Acts 18 verses 1 – 11 and together summarize Paul’s first visit to Corinth.

2. Here is some more context to 1 Corinthians 2:1-16. As we saw in 1 Corinthians 1, after Paul left, 
divisions arose in the church. Sects or parties were being formed in the church around different 
leaders. The Greek culture of the day was infatuated with philosophy and great orators and this 
culture was infiltrating the church. Paul here is addressing the issue of true wisdom the work of the 
Spirit.

3. Read 1 Corinthians 2 verses 1- 5. Describe the practices and principles Paul followed as a 
preacher in Corinth.
• What lessons can we learn from Paul in these verses when it comes to us reaching out to 

others with the Good News? 
• Paul said he did not use wise and persuasive words when he preached in Corinth. Other times 

and places he did (Acts 26: 27-28). Why do you think he chose this way in Corinth?
• Paul openly admitted he had come to Corinth with great fear and trembling, but it did not stop 

him. Paul seemed to embrace fear rather than let it paralyze him. Why? What are some fears 
that we can have about sharing our faith? What can we do to overcome these fears? 

• Share some good and bad experiences you have had in sharing your faith with others. Later in 
the prayer time, be sure to pray for one another about this.
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4. Read 1 Corinthians 2 verses 6 – 10a.  

• Verse 6 -What is the most important difference between God’s wisdom and worldly wisdom?
• Verses 6 – 10a-What are three characteristics of God’s wisdom as seen in the message of the 

cross?  

• Verse 7 – What encourages, excites or challenges you when you read that you have been 
destined for glory?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 2 verses 10b – 13. 

• What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers as presented in these verses?
• What amazes/encourages/challenges you most about the fact that you have the Spirit of God 

in your life?

6. Read 1 Corinthians 2 verses 14 – 16. 

• Outline the differences between people who have the Spirit of God in their lives and those who 
don’t.

• How do these differences explain the negativity expressed by many in modern society against 
Bible believing Christians?

• Discuss the implications of having the mind of Christ on the following:
• our perspectives on people and events
• our goals in life 
• our motivation in doing things
• our behaviour towards others

7. Review and discuss the practical tips Colin shared for daily guarding our minds and keeping our 
lives Christ centered: 1. Cleanse – (2 Cor. 7:1) 2. Set – (Colossians 3:2) 3. Feed – (Matt.12:35)
• How might we apply these in our daily walk?

8. End by sharing prayer requests related to insights you gained in today’s study or any other prayer 
requests.


