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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to pray 
this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on behalf of the 
group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone pray the spirit of the 
prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to remember why we’re gathered 
and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Any personal newsworthy updates? Any victories? Any burdens? Any prayer requests right off the 
bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we converse and meditate on God’s 
Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end of our gathering.

“THE BEST YOU”
People like Oprah Winfrey and other “best-life striving” and “best” your motivational speaker gurus 
have made a buck or two leading people toward discovering their true selves and “becoming all that 
they can be.” We also refer to the likes of the “best-life striving” camp as the “self-help industry.”
1. What are some positives or redemptive points we can take from the self-help industry? I.e., can we 

blame people for wanting to grow as a person and even live out some dreams?
2. Where do you think the self-help industry falls short? What are some of their blind spots, especially 

when facing questions of suffering, our brokenness, and what the gospel calls “sin”?

“ALL IS YOURS, AND YOU ARE CHRIST’S, AND CHRIST IS GOD’S—SO GROW UP!”
Paul wraps up his first correction about divisions in the church in 1 Corinthians 3:1-23. Apparently in 
Paul’s mind, the root of the Corinthians’ division was a complex matter because he spends THREE (3) 
chapters addressing the matter. We can summarize today’s passage with the end of verse 23 plus an 
added thought: “All is yours, and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s—so grow up!”
1. Go ahead and begin by reading 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 together out loud, taking 2-3 verses each.
2. Let’s look at verse 1-4. Paul gives a spectrum of growth, a progression of growth, if you will. Based 

on these verses, how does Paul describe the journey of Christian maturity? Flesh it out together. If 
it helps, consider the following:
• What are the two poles on the growth spectrum?
• What was the essence of the Corinthians’ infancy?
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• Think of growth in three areas: 1. our thinking, 2. our emotional responses and attachments, 
and 3. our will, aka our volition and decision making.

3. How about you? Where have you been on the growth spectrum (the likelihood is that we’ve been 
all over the place depending on what soul matter has been at hand!). Spend a quiet moment 
thinking back on your journey with Christ thus far. As you are ready and willing, share some stories 
about your infancy in Christ. Season this sharing with much grace and give yourself permission to 
laugh at yourself. Or share some stories of how God’s grace has really grown you into Christ-
likeness—an area where he has really transformed you, all glory to God. Or, if you’re comfortable, 
what is an area that you know there is more room to grow presently (we’ll make sure to pray with 
you as co-equals before the cross at the end of our time tonight)?

4. Let’s chew on the end of verse 22 and verse 23. Have someone read it. 
• This verse is actually a beautiful iteration of the gospel. We understand the gospel more deeply 

when we see Christ as our 1. great example in fighting sin, 2. our great motivation to fight sin, 
3. our great exchange/substitute in defeating sin, 4. our great power to personally overcome 
sin, and 5. our greatest affection and treasure in this life and the next. 
• How do you think the three phrases “Christ is God’s,” “you are Christ’s,” and “all are yours” 

indeed communicate the gospel? Discuss the following:
• Discuss how “Christ is God’s” speaks to Jesus being our great example in fighting sin, 

our great motivation to fight sin, and our great exchange in defeating sin.
• Discuss how “you are Christ’s” speaks to Jesus being our great power to personally 

overcome sin. More pointedly, how does looking on Jesus and his perfect 
righteousness by faith help us in our daily fight against sin?

• Discuss how “all are yours” speaks to Jesus being our greatest affection and treasure.
5. Now let’s back track a bit and look at verses 5-7 and the first sentence in verse 21. Paul addresses 

a confusion of the Corinthians. Cross reference 1 Corinthians 1:12-13. 
• What mistake, even idolatry, had the Corinthians committed in saying “I follow Paul” or “I follow 

Apollos”?
• What is Paul’s corrective? Who does Paul bring into the spotlight as the main actor, supplier, 

and life giver?
• In this past Sunday’s sermon, we drew out a broader principle and application for us today—

the principle of boasting in all things human (think human wisdom, human technology, human 
art, human cuisine, human pleasure, human politics, human industry, human financier-ing, etc., 
i.e., all earthly blessings). We can make a similar mistake to the Corinthians when we make 
ultimate an earthly blessing and substitute it for Christ as our greatest affection, emotional 
attachment, and treasure. On the other hand, it’s God-glorifying when we steward his blessings 
to be his blessing and labour for the Kingdom toward his ultimate blessing of eternity with him.
• Are you willing to share about any earthly blessings that compete with Christ for your 

affections (again, we’ll come beside you as co-equals before Jesus and his cross and pray 
with you)?

• On the other hand, do you want to give praise to God for any blessings? What are the 
tokens of God’s grace in your life that inspires you to say, “I can’t believe eternity with my 
Father in heaven, with Christ my Saviour, and the Holy Spirit will be better than 
_________!”

6. End by praying for one another according to the requests shared throughout the evening. And/or 
share any other personal prayer requests and spend time praying for one another.


