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WELCOME! WE BEGIN EACH WEEK WITH OUR NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER. 
The prayer below captures what we envision our New Community Groups to be. Take a moment to pray 
this prayer. You can read it out loud together, you can have one person read it out loud on behalf of the 
group, you can take a silent moment to pray it individually, or you can have someone pray the spirit of the 
prayer with their own words. Mix it up each week! The important point is to remember why we’re gathered 
and to ask God for help.

NEW COMMUNITY GROUP PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

we thank you for redeeming us,

for welcoming us back into your family.

We thank you for giving up your Son Jesus 

unto death on the cross

so we could be adopted 

as your sons and daughters.


And we are glad that your Son is resurrected,

defeating sin and death.

Let this gospel of grace 

penetrate our hearts and thoughts

more and more each day,

whatever mountain top or valley low 

each day may bring.


As we gather as a new gospel community,

let this grace convince each of us gathered here

that we belong,

that we are more loved by you 

than we could dare imagine


even as we are more broken 

than we are comfortable to admit.


We thank you for leaving your Spirit and your Word

to spiritually nourish and guide us 

each day until Christ returns.

In between times,

help us be a blessing 

with your gospel grace, truth, and generosity

to a works driven, morally grey, and needy world.


To that end, help us make our gathering 

a place of grace

where we can open up about our shortcomings, 

and find Christ’s unconditional acceptance 

through one another,

even as we support one another

to press on in Christ-likeness 

one thought, one word, one choice, one action 

at a time.


In your Son’s beautiful, powerful name we pray,

Amen.


UPDATES? 
Any personal newsworthy updates? Any victories? Any burdens? Any prayer requests right off the 
bat? We’ll do our best to apply the gospel to your situation as we converse and meditate on God’s 
Word. And we’ll have a chance to pray about these near the end of our gathering.

“LIVE LIKE YOU WERE DYING”
This past Sunday, we considered the lyrics of a country song, “Live Like You Were Dying.” It has a 
sweet message of living with the end in view. Here are the lyrics, again: 

He said "I was in my early forties
With a lot of life before me
And a moment came that stopped me on a dime
I spent most of the next days
Looking at the x-rays
Talkin' 'bout the options
And talkin' 'bout sweet time"
I asked him "When it sank in 
that this might really be the real end
How's it hit you
When you get that kind of news?
Man, what'd you do?"

He said
"I went skydiving
I went Rocky Mountain climbing
I went 2.7 seconds on a bull named Fumanchu

And I loved deeper
And I spoke sweeter
And I gave forgiveness I'd been denying"
And he said
"Someday I hope you get the chance
To live like you were dying"

He said
"I was finally the husband
That most of the time I wasn't
And I became a friend a friend would like to have
And all of a sudden going fishin'
Wasn't such an imposition
And I went three times that year I lost my dad
I finally read the Good Book, and I
Took a good, long, hard look
At what I'd do if I could do it all again 

1. When you look around at work, amongst friends and family, do you see our culture generally living 
with an end in view or more in the here and now?
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2. Whatever you observe, why do you think that is?

“ALWAYS LIVE IN VIEW OF ETERNITY”
Today Paul especially addresses singles. But his angle is to stress always living in view of eternity. Go 
ahead and read 1 Corinthians 7:25-38.
1. Let’s focus on 7:25-31. Paul says to urgently live in view of eternity.

• In which verses do we see Paul stress living in view of eternity?
• Paul elaborates on what it means to live in view of eternity in verses 29-31. What do you think 

Paul means by “From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and 
those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they 
were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal 
with the world as though they had no dealings with it”? Put differently, how does living in view 
of eternity change how we look at marriage, the highs of life (“rejoicing”), the lows of life 
(“mourning”), and our work (“those who buy as though they had no goods, and those who deal 
with the world as though they had no dealings with it”)?

• Read verses 26-28. In light of verses 29-31, why do you think Paul says in verse 26, “I think 
that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to remain as s/he is”?

• Soul check: What does it mean for you in your situation to live in view of eternity? 
• Soul check: Have you indeed been living in view of eternity? Or have you been living for the 

here and now? Answer this question thinking of your relationships, your work, your resources, 
and your recreation/play.

2. Let’s focus on 7:32-35. Paul gives an argument for singles to stay single.
• Review the meaning of the word “anxieties” in the original language. How is the meaning 

different from our western psychological understanding of anxieties?
• That said, what do you think Paul means by “32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The 

unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the 
married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are 
divided”? How can Paul say “I want you to be free from anxieties” AND say be “anxious about 
the things of the Lord”?

• What does it mean for you to be anxious about how to please the Lord versus being anxious 
about worldly things? What are the tensions you find yourself in? How can we pray for you in 
this regard?

3. Let’s focus on 7:36-38. Paul overall is saying, “In view of eternity, make your choice to be single or 
married.”
• In verse 36, Paul addresses those who want to get married. What is his requirement in verse 

36 for those who would get married? And how is this both an encouragement and 
accountability for those who desire to get married and to those who are currently married?

• In verse 37, Paul addresses those who would stay single for the sake of Kingdom work. What 
are his guidelines for would-be singles? Put differently, how can we guide and encourage those 
who might be considering singleness/celibacy as a life path?

• Paul concludes, “38 So then he who marries his betrothed does well, and he who refrains from 
marriage will do even better.” What does he mean by “he who refrains from marriage will do 
even better”? Does he really mean that singleness is more spiritual than getting married? (Hint: 
no, Paul does not mean that singleness is better than marriage or vice versa.) 

• How can both singleness and marriage bring great glory to God?
4. How can we pray for your marriage or singleness? What is something encouraging that God is 

working on in your marriage/singleness? And/or what is something we can pray for more of God’s 
grace to help you through in your marriage/singleness? End your time by praying for one another.


